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The East China Sea separates China and Japan. China has influenced japan with its culture, religion, architecture, law, and even philosophy has influenced japan. In the 19th century, when China opened its trade relations in the West, during the Meiji Restoration, Japan plunged itself through an active westernization process. It also adopted the western European cultural influences in 1968 and saw china as a country that couldn't defend itself in the world wars from the 1860s to the 1880s. The relationship between japan and china has been strained because Japan refused to acknowledge its war to satisfaction.

 Japan and Korea developed its Diplomatic relations in 1965. In 2002, the relationship was strained after the prime minister of Japan Junichiro made a visit to the Yasukuni Shrine during his term. The benefits of Isolationism are that a country avoids international trade agreement or other agreements. To avoid been drawn into dangerous and undesirable conflicts is another motivation why Chosen decided to isolate itself. It opted to keep itself at a distance from the other countries affairs. 

Japan had more interested than China to get knowledge both about and from the West. Japanese officials were able to more clearly assess their situation in relation to the Western powers than their Chinese counterparts, and they were able to make a decision based on facts instead of prejudices. China and Japan in the 19th century, after a long period of Isolationism, China and then Japan came under pressure from the West to open to foreign trade and relations. 


The Industrial Revolution in Europe and the United States had created a wide gap between them and the West, leaving the two Asian nations behind technologically and military. In that period, neither of them had the power to stand up to the Western nations, and eventually, both had to sign unequal treaties that forced them to open their ports and cities to foreign merchants. China and Japan had different reactions to the West's increasing pressure to open to trade were very different. 


This situation was not to be accepted by the Western nations for long, however, and by 1834 Lord Napier was sent by Britain to pressure the Chinese into allowing a more open trade. The Chinese government rejected his requests, and animosity arose between the two nations, with Chinese mobs surrounding the merchants’ quarter in Canton Tensions eased temporarily, but the situation precipitated due to the British illicit trade in opium. In 1839, the new imperial commissioner Lin Tze-hsu arrived in Canton and confiscated 20,000 chests of opium from the British. Further disagreements, especially concerning the British’s refusal to hand over to Chinese authorities a sailor accused of killing a Chinese man, led to an armed naval confrontation in November 1839. 

Japan, on the contrary, was much more accepting of the demands of Western envoys. In 1853 Commodore Perry was sent by the US to give an ultimatum to Japan to open its ports, and when he returned the next year, the Japanese authorities accepted to negotiate with him. This was a very different attitude to that of the Chinese, whose "view of the non-Chinese world-recognized no visible difference between merchants and governments. 


All were barbarians and therefore refused to recognize the threat represented by the British officials. In the end, treaties with the West, through which China and Japan’s long-lasting seclusion came to an end, were signed by both nations: the Treaty of Kanagawa by Japan and the Treaty of Nanking by China. However, China’s treaty was signed after heavy military losses and under much more unfavorable terms than Japan’s, due to its refusal to acknowledge the superior power of the West.

